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Session Abstract: This focused session provides an overview of the use of fiber optic techniques in links and
transmission systems with rapidly increasing information rates. The first paper reviews applications in lower speed data
networks, and high-speed, long haul terrestrial and submarine communications systems. The second paper reviews the
current status of systems in Europe with emphasis on the U.K. The third paper addresses the current status of high speed
fiber optic systems in Japan. Terrabit per second transmission is a target for future systems. The fourth paper reviews
recent progress in wide-band semiconductor lasers and optical modulators for these high-speed applications.
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